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Dear Parents of FS1 children, 

 We would like to take this time to give parents more information in relation to our starting Theme ‘New 
Beginnings’ and explain why this is a very important and valuable time for your children. 

Starting school is a huge milestone in life, not just for children but for the whole family.  There is a great deal 
to learn and experience.  To make this transition into school life the British Curriculum has been developed 
with extensive research into what is best practice for children.  The Early Years Curriculum is strongly linked to 
child development and we look at all aspects of your child; Personal Social and Emotional development, 
Physical development, Expressive arts and Design, Math’s and Communication, Language and Literacy. 

New Beginnings-that is the theme of our induction weeks, is very important as this establishes everything they 
will need to be successful in the upcoming year. During this first few weeks the teachers and LSA’s will have 
the opportunity to bond with each child, assess them in different activities and to make sure where their level 
of development is at; this will assure differentiated planning and teaching.   Every child, including those who 
have been in a nursery setting, is now learning new things.  They have to know the routines of both the 
classroom and school. Establishing proper classroom behavior, inside voices, walking feet and how to behave 
inside the toilets. We are teaching them how to be independent and this includes knowing where the 
resources are and how to use it safely and with respect. It is also important that children learn the social 
aspects of school, how to be with other children and how to play, share and be kind.   Whilst we understand 
that parents may feel their children know this, each child is in a new environment and have to adjust to new 
boundaries and expectations. 

We are experienced teachers within the EYFS curriculum and take a great deal of time and planning to make 
sure your children are receiving a well-rounded education. Some parents may be concerned that their children 
are only playing all day, but please be reassured that every type of play holds a purpose.  For example, 
children using toothbrushes to clean rocks may seem like play but this action strengthens the muscles in the 
hand that they will need to begin writing later in the year. Asking your child to help carrying their lunchboxes, 
book bags and water bottles helps each child with independents and taking responsibility for own belongings. 
We understand that parents are keen to see their children succeed, but please don’t rush this experience.  A 
house cannot be built without firm and deep foundations.  We are building these for your child to grow, 
succeed and become the best they can be.   

We will begin our new learning Topic at the end of September.   We will also send home a letter at the start of 
each topic: detailing what they will be learning each week.  

Questions you as parent can ask your child to know about his/her day should be specific, don’t ask what did 
you do today. Examples of questions: What did you paint today? Did you draw a picture? Tell me about the 
story you read today. Can you remember the songs that you are singing?  

If you still have any questions about the curriculum, please do not hesitate to schedule a meeting with your 
child’s class teacher or Head of Year Mrs. Elza de Bruyn.  We are available every Monday at 2:45pm. We look 
forward to an exciting year together! 

The Foundation Stage 1 Team 


