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Rationale

“The purpose of education for all children is the same, the goals are the same. But the help

that an individual needs in progressing may be different.”

Warnock Report

Al Ain English Speaking School is committed to the provision of a broad and balanced curriculum
which offers equal access for all students, and enables every student to achieve their full potential.
As a school we recognise that some students, may have special educational needs and/or
disabilities and we will make every reasonable adjustment to provide for their individual needs.

Definition

A student is considered to have special educational needs if

learning difficulty or disability calls for special educational provision, namely provision
different from or additional to that normally available to students of the same age.

(Special Educational Needs and Disability Code of Practice 2014 paragraph: 6.15)

A student is considered to have special educational needs if the provision to be made for students
is additional to, or different from, what is normally available in class at AAESS A student’s special
educational needs may result from a Learning Difference or Disability (LDD), e.g. dyslexia or a
physical disability or both.

Aims and Objectives

We aim to:

 Provide students with special educational needs with a broad, balanced, relevant and
differentiated curriculum. This will be similar to the rest of their class, but may be modified to
take account of their individual needs;

 Encourage the use of a range of teaching strategies which incorporate different learning
styles and ensure effective learning for all;

 Identify students with SEN as early as possible through a variety of means and in
consultation with appropriate personnel

 Encourage parental involvement and co-operation between various external agencies in the
diagnosis and provision students with SEN;

 Create a caring and supportive environment in which students can contribute to the planned
provision for their individual needs in a way appropriate to their age and development;

 Review regularly each student’s performance to ensure that the most effective strategies
are being employed to maximise student progress;

 Sensitively support and encourage students, to ensure they develop self-esteem and a
positive attitude to their own learning.
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Role of the SENCo (Whole School Learning Support Coordinator)

Their responsibilities are to:

 Co-ordinate the day to day provision of the school’s SEN policy;
 Liaise with and advise colleagues;
 Advise SLT on the need for assessment of a student experiencing difficulties and to liaise

with parents to achieve this through in-house assessment or referral to external agencies
as appropriate;

 Co-ordinate applications for access arrangements for students through in-house
assessment or external agencies as appropriate;

 Co-ordinate additional provision for students with special educational needs;
 Maintain the school’s SEN register and oversee the records of all students with special

educational
 needs;
 Liaise with parents of children with special educational needs; Contribute to the in-service

training of staff;

Role of Learning Support Teacher

The Learning Support Teacher assists the Learning Support Coordinator in the provision of
differentiated tuition for students on the Secondary SEN register. They are responsible for the
planning and provision of lessons in accordance with schemes of work provided by the relevant
subject teacher, and for the provision of feedback on student progress

Role of Class Teacher

The class teacher should:

 Be aware of the staged approach to special needs as outlined in the Code of Practice;
within the context of AAESS this implies a familiarity with the levels of support offered by
the school as outlined in Section 10 of this policy.

 Differentiate classroom teaching; Familiarise her/himself with information available about
students on the SEN register and use this to inform teaching; Where a student has an IEP
the class teacher should familiarise her/himself with the suggested support strategies for
this student; Support the student in the achievement of specific targets, if set in the
student’s IEP; Gather information through formal and informal assessment/observation;
Liaise with the SEnco

The Structure of Provision for Students with SEN

The Learning Support Co-ordinator is responsible for compiling and maintaining an SEN register.

A student may be placed on the register either:
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a) at the time of joining AAESS because of a known educational need or
b) At any time during the student’s education at AAESS as a result of a concern about a

student’s educational progress and needs.

The process by which a student is placed on the register is detailed in the Appendix.

Students on the register are assigned a level 1-3 (The descriptors for these levels are available in
the register and in the appendix to this policy). The level assigned to a student aids staff in their
understanding of the student’s level of need. Support for a student is decided on an individual level
rather than by her assigned level.

Funding of Provision

Most support and all assessments are offered to students at no additional charge. Parents may be
asked to make a financial contribution if a student receives significant, ongoing individual support
(such as would not ordinarily be available, or would attract additional funding).

Individual Education Plans

Any student with a SPLD will have and Individual Education Plan (IEP). This purpose of this profile

is to:

 Provide all those involved in the teaching of the student with relevant information about the
student, and clear guidance as to how to best meet the student’s needs;

 To record any additional provision being provided for the student;
 Where appropriate a student’s IEP may also include specific targets for improvement.

Review procedures

The Learning Support Co-ordinator will review the progress of all students on the Register termly
using the standard assessment procedures of the school. Where a student has an IEP it will be
reviewed at least twice yearly. The student will be involved in the review procedure and the
outcome of the review will be discussed with student parents/carers.

Additional assessment will also be carried out when appropriate, ordinarily before and after a
planned intervention. The school will use the following criteria to measure the success of its
provision for a student on the register:

 The student makes improved progress in target areas as measured by academic
achievement grades in targeted areas e.g. NC Level in English Writing;

 The student makes improved progress in target areas as measured by baseline
assessments e.g.

 NARA Reading Tests, MIST assessment
 The student shows an increased engagement in there learning as evidenced by student

effort grades. The student moves to a lower level of intervention on the register.
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The Pastoral Care of Students with SEN

We recognise that in addition to academic needs students with SEN may face challenges in other

areas of school life e.g. social interaction or personal organisation. All staff aim to support such
students in these areas through a positive and encouraging attitude. The Form Tutor plays a
central role in monitoring the well -being of such students and will liaise closely with the Learning
Support Co-ordinator to ensure that all students with SEN engage fully in school life.
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WHOLE SCHOOL SPECIAL EDUCATIONAL NEEDS POLICY - APPENDIX

November 2015

Process of Identification and Monitoring of Students with Special or Additional Needs

If a student is failing to make the expected progress a concern may be raised by either a teacher or
the student’s parent. When this occurs the process below is the procedure which is followed: Firstly
the Learning Support Co-ordinator circulates a “Cause for Concern/ Referral” form, to be completed
by staff who teach the student.

There are a number of possible outcomes from this meeting which are outlined below:

1. It is decided that the student’s progress should be supported within the normal teaching setting.
Strategies to help the student make better progress will be put in place e.g. Form Tutor checking
completion of homework diary every day. Additional or differentiated work in specific subjects may
be provided. Staff are informed, asked to implement strategies and monitor the student’s progress
closely. Parents are informed of the actions being taken to support their student’s progress, by the
Class Teacher, Form Tutor or the Learning Support Co-ordinator as appropriate. The student’s
progress will be reviewed, usually within eight weeks.

(A student would not normally be placed on the Special Needs Register at this point, but would be
monitored by her Form Tutor/Class Teacher and the Learning Support Co-ordinator.)

2. In addition to step 1 it may be decided that the student would benefit from some assessment
additional to that used for whole class groups; e.g. a more in-depth reading test. The results of
these assessments will be shared with parents (and the student where appropriate). It may be
considered appropriate to place the student on Special Needs Register and to plan additional small
group or one-to-one provision to support the student.

3. In addition to either or both of the above it may be considered that the student would benefit from
assessment by an external specialist e.g. a Speech and Language Therapist or Educational
Psychologist. This will be discussed with parents (and where appropriate the student). Advice will
be given about how to commission such assessments. The Learning Support Co-ordinator will
share relevant information with outside agencies as agreed with the parents of the student.
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Descriptors of Register Levels: Level 3:

This level is assigned to students requiring the highest level of support and intervention. A Level 3
student will have:

 A specific learning difficulty, illness or disability.
 An Individual Education Plan (IEP) outlining specific student needs, and classroom

strategies to support the student.
 Specific targets, additional to general learning progress, which will be reviewed by the

Learning Support

Co-ordinator and other staff as relevant, at least termly.

In addition to the above it is likely that at a Level 3 student will have some of the following:

 Involvement with outside agencies to support the student
 Differentiated learning materials beyond those within the usual range of classroom

differentiation
 Differentiated tasks beyond those within the usual range of classroom differentiation
 An increased level of support in lessons from the teacher of support assistant.
 Specific access arrangements for examinations.
 A modified timetable

Level 2:

This level is assigned to students who require a moderate level of support and intervention.

A Level 2 student will have:

 An Individual Education Plan (IEP) outlining specific student needs, and classroom
strategies to support the student.

 A Level 2 student’s progress will generally be monitored in line with the normal
procedures for all students; e.g. termly progress checks. However these will be reviewed
by the Learning Support Co-ordinator, and additional assessments will be administered
where appropriate.

It is likely that a Level 2 student will:

 Have a diagnosed specific learning difficulty and/or a below average score in one or more
standardised attainment or ability assessments

 Receive individual or small group support in school or have specialist support outside
school e.g. a dyslexia tutor.

 Require some monitoring and support in the classroom, but will not generally require
modified tasks or material beyond those within the usual range of classroom differentiation

 Require specific access arrangements for examinations
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Level 1:

This level is assigned to students requiring the lowest level of support and intervention.

A Level 3 student:

 May have a specific learning difficulty or a learning weakness, however her scores in
standardised attainment or ability assessments will fall within the average range (usually
between  86-100)

 Will require differentiation and support within the usual range of classroom management,
but will also receive some individual or small group support in school, perhaps intermittently

 A Level 3 student’s progress will generally be monitored in line with the normal procedures
for all students; e.g. termly progress checks. However these will be reviewed by the
Learning Support Co-ordinator, and additional assessments will be administered where
appropriate.

Reviewing the Progress of Students on the Register of Special Needs:

1. The progress of students on Register of Special Needs will be monitored by the same
methods as those used for all students. This will involve the student’s Class Teacher or
Form Tutor, and subject teachers, and use the usual data gathered to monitor student
progress. The Learning Support Co- ordinator will also review this information.

2. Where additional interventions have also been undertaken, e.g. spelling support the
Learning Support Co-ordinator will collate information about the outcomes of such
interventions.

3. In the case of students with an Individual Education Plan their profile will be reviewed at
least twice yearly and parents will be given feedback on the student’s progress.


