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 As a student in the AAESS Sixth Form, you will join a community 
 of young people who spur one another on and you will be taught 
 and guided by teachers who are committed to helping you achieve 
 your  potential.  The tuition and guidance you will receive, as well as the 
 wide range of extra-curricular activities available to you, will give 
	 you	the		confidence	to	discover	and	follow	the	path	that	 inspires	you	
 beyond school. Our students have high aspirations for themselves and 
 this is deeply embedded in the culture of the Sixth Form. There is a 
 spirit of enterprise, creativity and intellectual curiosity that makes it 
 a vibrant  environment.  We are proud of the achievements of our 
 students in getting onto the most competitive Higher Education 
courses around the world, with many of our students venturing into Medicine, Technology 
and	Science	related	fields.		

In encouraging Sixth Formers to think for themselves and pursue future pathways that truly inspire 
them, it delights us that so many of our students look beyond a narrow range of conventional 
academic university courses. For example, Sixth Formers in Year 13 have been offered places at 
top Music conservatoires, on prestigious Art degree courses and highly specialised technological 
and engineering programmes.

We want our students to be open to the opportunities of a rapidly developing careers market, 
as well as to develop the skills of critical thinking, adaptability, resilience and leadership which will 
help	them	to	make	the	most	of	these	opportunities.	The	great	start	our	Sixth	Formers	benefit	
from when leaving us is, of course, underpinned by their academic success.  AAESS students have 
a well-established track record of outstanding results at A-Level. However, it would be wrong to 
think of our Sixth Form as a place only for the most talented academic stars. Our students are as 
roun ded and fun-loving as those in any Sixth Form in any country.  What makes them stand out 
is their desire to do well and aim high. If you are an AAESS student we hope you will be excited 
by the prospect of joining the Sixth Form. If you are not a student with us, but are interested in 
the	programme	we	offer,	then	we	hope	that	you	will	find	this	prospectus	inspires	you	to	find	out	
more.
 
 Andrew Thomas B.Ed (Hons) M.Phil NPQH
 Principal of Al Ain English Speaking School 

MESSAGE FROM OUR PRINCIPAL 



MESSAGE FROM MR. GILES 
HEAD OF SECONDARY

 Welcome to Al Ain English Speaking School Sixth Form. A superb 
 place to further your academic career. The summer of 2019 will 
 bring you your IGCSE examination grades, a myriad of letters and 
	 numbers.	The	 outcomes	will	 reflect	 the	 incredible	 hard	work	 you	
 have put in over the last 5 years in secondary school and set you
 up for this next stage of your education. 

If  IGCSE examinations are the foundations in which you start to build your academic career,  Key 
Stage 5 and  A Level examinations are the walls of the building.  The most vital ingredient of all. 

The option choices you make and the results you ultimately receive for your A Levels will 
determine the University you are able to attend. It is so important that every lesson and 
every minute is utilised to its fullest. No time can be wasted, as you cannot get this time back. 

Listen and take on board the information and guidance the teachers and your tutors give 
you, remember we were all 16, 17 and 18 years old once and in your position. Take every 
opportunity that comes your way and build your Curriculum Vitae.  When the time arrives 
for you to try and gain a place at university it will be the extra things you can talk about 
alongside your grades that will seal the place. 

Most of all, make the most of the next two years and enjoy it.  The people sat in this room 
around you, will be friends for life, help and support them, be helped by them, smile with 
them and work hard with them.  Together you can achieve anything, this is your time. 

Make the most of every second and together you can realise your potential. 

Mr Steven Giles 
Head of Secondary School  

WELCOME FROM 
MRS. CASH 
HEAD OF SIXTH FORM 
The Sixth Form at Al Ain English 
Speaking School offers an outstanding 
educational experience that affords young 
men and women the opportunity to 
realise and reach their individual potential 
and	flourish	academically.		We	believe	in	equipping	students,	not	only	with	the	tools	
to strive for academic excellence, but also in empowering them with the necessary life 
skills	to	embrace	challenges	with	self-assurance	and	confidence.	

The Sixth Form is a two year programme which links school and tertiary education.  Becoming 
more	 independent	and	 responsible	 for	 learning	 is	 crucial	 for	 success	and	 it	 is	 the	quality	of	
teaching and learning, the exceptional pastoral care and holistic philosophy towards pupils’ 
development which distinguishes the Sixth Form at AAESS. We are immensely proud of the 
achievements academically and personally of the students who, when they leave our School, 
are in a strong position to make a success of their lives and contribute positively in whichever 
field	they	have	chosen	to	pursue.	

We believe that, together with yourselves and your parents/guardians, we will ensure that 
the Sixth Form is a happy and academically successful time in which we will see our students 
flourish	into	young	adults	who	are	confident,	healthy	and	motivated	to	succeed.

We look forward to a successful time together

Mrs Luanne Cash
Head of Sixth Form 
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NAME JOB ROLE EMAIL

Suzy Eagles SLT Link seagles@aaess.sch.ae

Luanne Cash Head of Year 12 & 13 lcash@aaess.sch.ae

Catriona James Sixth Form Tutor A cbjames@aaess.sch.ae

Maniue Vilsoni Sixth Form Tutor B mvilsoni@aaess.sch.ae

Beverley Abass Sixth Form Tutor C babass@aaess.sch.ae

Edwin Welch Sixth Form Tutor D ewelch@aaess.sch.ae

Georgia Thomas PA to Head of Secondary gthomas@aaess.sch.ae

Rebecca Rowley Examinations Officer rrowley@aaess.sch.ae

Nazir Ali Pastoral Manager nali@aaess.sch.ae

MR N ROWLEY
ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL

MS E PIERCE
ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL 

MR H SFENJEH
DEPUTY PRINCIPAL

MR F ALTAHAINEH
ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL

SENIOR LEADERSHIP

A DIFFERENT APPROACH TO OUR SIXTH FORM 

Our approach is different to other schools in the UAE.  AAESS Sixth Form is not top-
down, it works from the inside out. We begin with each individual and build a personalised 
support system that provides the best possible platform for each student's success. We 
work closely with students one-to-one to understand their aspirations and design a bespoke
programme tailored to their needs.
It	 is	 our	 intention	 to	 help	 students	make	 careful,	 smart	 subject	 choices	with	 a	 specific,	 goal	
oriented future in mind.  We understand what universities are looking for.  We know what 
subjects	are	required	for	leading	degree	courses	at	the	top	international	institutions	and	we	guide	
our students accordingly.

WHAT ARE A LEVELS? 

A	Levels	 (short	 for	Advanced	Level)	are	 the	British	curriculum	qualifications	 that	are	offered	
for students aged between 16 and 19. AS Levels are a one year course while full A Levels are 
taken at the end of a two-year course. A Levels are internationally recognised and respected as 
academically	challenging	and	weighty	qualifications.	They	strongly	support	entry	into	traditional	
professions such as medicine and engineering and the right combinations of subjects also 
provide	 high	 levels	 of	 flexibility	 for	 students	who	 are	 still	 deciding	 on	 a	 specific	 career	 path.
We work with each student to ensure their A Level choices keep as many undergraduate course 
options open as possible. 

SETTING OUR STUDENTS APART

A	Levels	are	demanding.	Dedication	and	high	levels	of	academic	effort	are	required	to	ensure	
students achieve the grades they are capable of. However, the AAESS philosophy hinges on the 
development of the whole child. We work to ensure our students are fully rounded, thinking 
global citizens by the time they leave us. Universities are searching for pupils who go above 
and	beyond.	They	look	for	evidence	of	a	sustained	commitment	to	their	chosen	field	of	study.	
Lateral academic endeavours ensure Sixth Formers can continue to develop their academic 
interests beyond the classroom and are of particular value to anyone interested in a future 
role in leadership, diplomacy and public life. Sixth Formers are encouraged to get involved in 
productions, performances and exchanges. The Duke of Edinburgh International Award is also 
available at school and is a tremendous scheme for the development of many of the ‘life skills’ 
so important for young people today. The Award also makes a strong addition to any university 
application form.





THE STUDENT LEADERSHIP SYSTEM 
The Prefect system aims to:
• Provide leadership development opportunities.
• Entrust students with responsibilities commensurate with their strengths and abilities.
• Increase students feeling of ownership of the school.
• Support staff.
• Provide positive role models for younger students.
• Strengthen student’s university applications. 
• Reward students for their positive contributions to the school.
• Provide a network of support covering all aspects of school life.
  The Leadership Team and Prefects carry out certain duties as part of their role. Some of these 
 are part of their day-to-day school routine, such as providing positive role models and  
 representing AAESS in a positive light in the wider school community.
 Others are at certain points in the school day or calendar, and may include:
•	 Participation	in	a	weekly	duty	rota	to	assist	staff	on	duty	in	high	traffic	areas	of	the	school.		
 Duties will take place at break or lunch time.
• Bringing to the attention of staff any concerns about the day to day running of the school and
 make recommendations.
• Show visitors around school on special occasions.
• Be represented at parents evenings, presentation evenings, open days.
• Assist with lunch and after school activities.
• Attendance at meetings with Head of Sixth Form, Head of Secondary and 
  Leadership Team meetings. 
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ECA's are offered every afternoon and students are encouraged to get involved

Football Science Fair
Open University Courses Maths Club
Clubs and societies Peer/subject mentoring
Student Voice School Production
Orchestra  Swimming
Duke of Edinburgh Award Basketball
Mentoring House Activities
Science Club University Club
Music Lessons Table Tennis
Forensics Club Art Club
(ECA’s change each term.  See administration for details.)



YEAR 12 & 13 
IMPORTANT INFORMATION & DATES

TERM, DATE & TIME DETAILS VENUE

TERM 1
Monday 5 November 2018 
5.30pm - 7.00pm

Individual meetings with subject teachers 
discussing IGCSE

Hall

TERM 1
Wednesday 7 November 2018
4.00pm - 7.00pm

Careers Fair Hall

TERM 2
Monday 28 January 2019
5pm - 7.30pm

Individual meetings with subject teachers Hall

TERM & DATE TYPE OF REPORT

TERM 1
Thursday 13 December 2018 

Grade Report

TERM 2
Thursday 21 January 2019

Mock Exam Results Release Day

TERM 2
Thursday 21 January 2019

Full written Subject & Tutor Report

TERM 3
Thursday 28 March 2019

Grade Report

TERM & DATE TYPE OF REPORT

TERM 2
6 January 2019 - 14 January 2019

Assessment of individual AS & A2 subjects in formal exam 
conditions. 

Formative assessment will continue throughout the year and will reflect the progress of a 
student at that specific time. This can therefore not be formally timetabled.
Please note: The dates given above will alter for the 2019-2020 academic year.  
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REPORTS
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• 3 A Levels
• 4 AS Levels

YR 12 & 13 SUBJECTS IGCSE GRADE 
REQUIRED FOR ENTRY TO YR12

AS LEVEL GRADE 
REQUIRED FOR ENTRY TO YR13

MOE ARABIC 1 Compulsory N/A

MOE ARABIC 2 Compulsory N/A

ART C D

BIOLOGY B D

BUSINESS C D

CHEMISTRY B D

COMPUTER SCIENCE Offered from 2020 Offered from 2021

DRAMA C D

ECONOMICS C D

ENGLISH LANGUAGE C D

ENGLISH LITERATURE C D

FRENCH C D

GEOGRAPHY C D

HISTORY C in History and C in English First Language D

ICT C D

MOE ISLAMIC STUDIES 1 Muslim Students N/A

MOE ISLAMIC STUDIES 2 Muslim Students N/A

MATHEMATICS B D

MUSIC C D

PHYSICAL EDUCATION C D

PHYSICS B D

PSYCHOLOGY C in Psychology and C in English First Language D

SOCIOLOGY C in Sociology and C in English First Language D

SPANISH C D

In order to gain entry to Sixth Form, students need to achieve the following: 
BROAD CRITERIA: 5 x IGCSE subject passes A* - C or Pearson Edexcel Level 4 grade including English and Mathematics. 
No subject taken on a lower level or core level in Year 11 may be carried forward to Year 12 nor English as a Second Language. 
SPECIFIC SUBJECT CRITERIA: see below

SUBJECTS & ENTRY REQUIREMENTS FOR SIXTH FORM 

AAESS reserves the right to withdraw a subject offered on the list due to low numbers. Students in this case will be notified of the change. 

1
PATHWAY

2
• 3 A Levels
• 3 AS Levels

PATHWAY

3
• 2 A Levels
• 2 AS Levels

PATHWAY



SHAHADAT AL-THANAWIYA 
AL-AMMA UAE SECONDARY 
EQUIVALENCY CERTIFICATE

The Shahadat Al-Thanawiya Al-Amma or 
‘Secondary	 School	 Leaving	 Certificate’	 is	 a	
student’s evidence that they have successfully 
completed Secondary Schooling in the UAE 
in a non-Ministry of Education School. It is 
now	 often	 referred	 to	 as	 the	 ‘Equivalency	
Certificate’.
This is applicable to all students, regardless of 
nationality. It is important for students to be 
aware that they must gain the Shahadat Al-
Thanawiya Al-Amma if:
A. They wish to attend university in the UAE.
B. They wish to gain employment in the UAE 
in the future, as Federal Law dictates that all
government and some semi government 
employees	 must	 have	 the	 Equivalency	 to	
Shahadat Al-Thanawiya Al-Amma.
*If you are intending to study at University in 
certain countries such as Lebanon, Egypt,
Bahrain, Jordan, Tunisia or certain other 
countries	in	Europe,	you	may	be	required	to	gain	
equivalency	as	one	of	the	conditions	applicable	
to the country’s Ministry of Education/relevant 
authorities. Students wishing to study in 
Lebanon, Egypt, Jordan or other Arab countries 
may	also	be	required	to	pass	IGCSE	Arabic	as	a	
university	admission	requirement.	

For further information and guidance, we 
recommend you contact your country’s 
Ministry of Education and make an appointment 
to meet with the Post 16 Team.

EQUIVALENCY CRITERIA

On 24th April 2018, all schools in Abu 
Dhabi received written communication from the
Department of Education and Knowledge 
(ADEK) that Year 13 will be mandatory from
Academic Year 2018-2019, in order to obtain 
the	 equivalency	 certificate	 from	 the	 Ministry	
of Education (MOE). Therefore all students 
will	 be	 required	 to	 complete	Year	 13	 from	
Academic Year 2018/19 to meet the minimum 
school	 graduation	 requirements	 of	 the	MOE.
Currently,	 in	 order	 to	 qualify	 for	 the	
‘Equivalency’	 certificate	 and	 graduate	 from	
high school to University, students must meet 
the following criteria (please note that these 
are	 different	 from	 continuing	 requirements	
at AAESS and are different from university
admission	requirements):
A) Completed 12 years of continuous 
education from Year 2/Grade 1 up to Year 13/
Grade 12, plus;
B) Achieve IGCSE passes at Grade E or 
better in at least 5 different subjects from subject 
recognised by the Ministry of Education (MOE), 
plus;
C) Achieve either 2 AS passes at Grade D or 
better or 1 A2 pass at Grade D or better in
subjects which are also taken at IGCSE, or gain 
the Full IB Diploma, plus;
D) Pass Arabic (with a mark of at least 60%) 
in Year 10 and Year 11 and pass the Year 12
Unified	MOE	exam	in	Year	12	or	Year	13	with	
a mark of not less than 60%.  This can be taken
as either Native Arabic Studies (for students of 
Arab Nationality as shown on their passport)
or as Non-Native Arabic Studies (for students 
of non-Arab Nationality as shown on their
passport or those with special waivers from 
ADEK).

E) In addition, Muslim students must also pass 
Islamic Studies in each of  Years 10 and 11 and
pass	 the	Unified	MOE	 exam	 in	Year	 12	with	
a mark of not less than 60%. This can be 
taken as either Native Islamic Studies (for 
students of Arab Nationality as shown on their 
passport) or as Non-Native Islamic Studies (for 
students of non-Arab Nationality as shown on 
their passport).

EQUIVALENCY SUBJECTS

It is therefore important that students select 
subjects	 that	enable	them	to	gain	equivalency
when	 they	 have	 finished	 their	 high	 school	
education.
Regardless of nationality, students cannot 
achieve	equivalency	and	progress	to	Year	12 in
another school/different curriculum, until the 
equivalency	requirements	have	been	achieved.
Any other IGCSE subject is accepted in addition 
to, but not instead of, any subject in the table, 
below. 

IGCSE Equivalency Subjects offered at AAESS

Art & Design Biology Business Studies Chemistry

Computer Science ICT Economics English Language

English Literature French Language Geography History

Mathematics Physics Psychology Sociology

Arabic Language



EMSAT* EXAMINATIONS

EMSAT is a pre-University assessment for all 
Emirati students and expat students who may
wish to study in any of the universities in the 
UAE, completed in Year 12, assessing English,
Mathematics, Arabic and Physics. In the 
future, passing EMSAT may be one of the
requirements	 for	 obtaining	 different	
levels	 of	 the	 UAE	 Secondary	 Equivalency.
The level of demand for the Physics 
assessment	 may	 influence	 a	 student’s	
subject choice at IGCSE. It may therefore 
be	 beneficial	 for	 students	 to	 study	 Physics	 at	
IGCSE in preparation for the EMSAT 
examination.
*Applicants	will	be	notified	of	any	changes	to	
requirements	and	options	adjusted	accordingly.
This information is accurate as at 16th May 2018. 

CAREERS GUIDANCE

Our staff are here to help our students consider 
life beyond Sixth Form. They will offer full and 
comprehensive support in preparation for 
university or college applications whether this 
be to local, regional or overseas universities.
University prospectuses are available in the 
Sixth Form Common Room together with 
literature to support a range of careers 
and professions. All students are guided 
with careers and higher education support 
from the Head of Sixth Form and Tutors. 
In November each academic year AAESS hosts 
a Careers Fair. 
Students are encouraged to seek out work 
experience opportunities during the Year 11 
and/or Year 12 summer break, this not only 
provides a real world experience of working 
life but acts as an opportunity to gauge the 
typical demands of a job they are interested 
in.  At the same time it will help to enrich 
the university applications of the students. 
Each student will be guided and advised at 
each step of the application process, and we
will work with families to ensure that they 
are kept up to date with higher education 
developments. 

AAESS UNIVERSITY 
DESTINATIONS

UNITED KINGDOM 
• University of Glasgow
• University of Edinburgh
• UCLAN
• Queen Mary University of London
• University of Bristol
• University of Surrey
• University of Reading
• University of Manchester
• University of Buckingham
• University of Liverpool
• University of Bath
• University of Sussex
• University of Leeds
• University of Warwick
• Brunel University
• King’s College London
• Imperial College London
• Middlesex University
• University of Essex
• Cardiff University
• Kingston University London

IRELAND
• Queen’s University Belfast

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
• UCLA

CANADA
• UBC
• Western University
• Queen’s University
• Toronto
• Carleton University
• Wilfred Laurie University
• Concordia University

AAESS UNIVERSITY 
DESTINATIONS

THE NETHERLANDS 
• University of Amsterdam
• University of Groningen

ITALY
• University of Milan

GERMANY
• University of Gottlingen

LEBANON
• LAU
• AUB

UNITED ARAB EMIRATES
• Rochester Institute of Technology
• Zayed University
• Khalifa Unversity
• Abu Dhabi University
• AUD
• American University in Sharjah
• UAEU
• NYU Abu Dhabi
• Paris Sorbonne Abu Dhabi
• Wollongong University
• Heriot-Watt University
• Murdoch University

AUSTRALIA & NEW ZELAND
• University of Melbourne
• Monash
• University of Auckland
• University of Otago

SOUTH AFRICA
• University of Cape Town
• Stellenbosch University
• Rhodes Univesity



  ATTENDANCE AND PUNCTUALITY
        As A Level is a demanding programme it is essential that students aim for 100% attendance throughout term 
                time.  Students are only permitted to be absent from school if they are unwell enough to attend, in which case they 
            should bring a note from their parents for their form tutor the day they return to school.  All students will receive a phone 
        call home for any absence on the day of absence.

Routine medical or dental appointments should be made outside of school time. It is never appropriate for any student to be absent 
from	school	in	order	to	take	a	holiday.		During	the	A	level	course	every	single	lesson	counts	and	if	students	miss	school	they	will	find	
it	difficult	to	catch	up	with	work	missed	while	keeping	up	with	new	work.		Students	should	not	arrange	external	appointments	during	
the school day, as they will miss valuable lesson time.
University interviews are an exception to this rule, however it is the student’s responsibility to inform the Head of Sixth Form, their 
form tutor and their class teachers prior to the absence. It is also their responsibility to catch up missed work.

Students must be in school by 7.30am to enable them to be on time for registration and tutorial time as important messages are 
delivered in this time. Students arriving after 7.50am are considered to be late and will be marked as “Late”.  Any student who arrives 
after 7.50am must sign in with the administration staff in the main school reception.  

HOMEWORK
All Sixth Form students must use a homework diary to record their homework.  As a guide, students should be carrying out at  
least 5 hours of additional work for each AS and A2 subject each week.

AAESS is a caring and multicultural community 
that enables all individuals to realise their potential in a 

dynamic and innovative learning environment. 
We	value	enquiry,	perseverance	and	reflection,	treating	one	another	
with respect, integrity, while learning together to become responsible 

and enterprising global citizens.



SIXTH FORM UNIFORM
FOR GENTLEMEN

• AAESS Blazer
• AAESS Shirt 
• AAESS Trousers
•  Black Leather ‘Workwear Style’ Shoes  
• AAESS School Tie

PE KIT
• AAESS PE shirt
• AAESS PE shorts
• Trainers
• AAESS swimming shorts - boys 
• Swimming cap - for all students with 
       long hair
• Shin Pads - mandatory for football

UNIFORM AND GENERAL APPEARANCE
Observing how the students wear their uniform gives lasting impressions of a school. Students 
who present themselves will earn respect for themselves and their school because they show 
pride in their appearance.  Members of the Sixth Form are expected to set an example for all 
of	the	students	at	AAESS	and	are	required	to	adhere	to	the	following	dress	code:

• Black Leather ‘workwear style’ shoes –  
	 No	 sandals,	 boots,	 flip	 flops,	 hybrid	
 trainers of any kind.
• Socks – plain black or navy. 
• Hair – should be neat, clean and of a
 natural colour.  No extremes are 
 permitted. Long hair must be tied 
 back for reasons of health, safety and 
 hygiene.  
• Facial Hair – is allowed but needs to be
 groomed and culturally appropriate.
• Jewellery – One plain discreet necklace, 
 pair of small earrings and a wrist watch 
 are permitted. 
 Bracelet- friendship bands within reason 
  (2 maximum). No visible tattoos.
• School Bags – must be clearly labeled.  
 Students must come to school with an
 appropriate sized bag for carrying school
		 books	and	equipment.	It	needs	to	be	
 designed to comfortably hold A4 
 size work books without them being 
 damaged.
• Hats – no hats to be worn in school. 
 AAESS baseball caps are available for 
 students for use outside.

SIXTH FORM UNIFORM
FOR LADIES

• AAESS Blazer
• AAESS Blouse 
• AAESS Long Skirt OR
• AAESS Trousers
•  Black Leather ‘Workwear Style’ Shoes  
• AAESS School Tie

PE KIT
• AAESS PE shirt
• AAESS PE shorts
• Trainers
• AAESS one piece swimsuit - girls
• Swimming cap - for all students with 
       long hair
• Shin Pads - mandatory for football



CHARACTER DEVELOPMENT
Sixth Form is a place where young adults develop character ; this is their path to personal and 
academic growth. AAESS truly believe that every pupil will reach their full potential when given 
high expectations. Every Sixth Former has a tailored programme to reach their individual goals. 
The programme is designed so that every personal statement is exceptional.

Young	adults	are	unique,	their	aims	and	aspirations	are	specific	to	them	alone.	Time	and	energy	
is devoted to creating each pupil’s platform.
Taking pride in one’s work comes from autonomy and integrity. Sixth Formers are young adults, 
responsible and accountable for their learning. They have vision, opinions, perspective and are 
forging their own path. They are in charge of achieving their goals. 

BUILD YOUR RESUME AND EXPERIENCE
Learning	does	not	exist	simply	within	the	confines	of	a	classroom.	Our	pupils	are	encouraged	
and given every opportunity to build portfolios, participate in competitions, attend conferences 
and lectures, volunteer and mentor.  This is how they will grow as people and demonstrate their 
passion for courses they are applying to in university. Universities are looking for well-rounded 
pupils who demonstrate their interests and ambitions. 
Creating experiences builds up a resume for personal experience and focus Sixth Formers on their 
passions and aspirations for higher education. The school is a stage for leadership development, 
citizenship and governance. Mentorship and role modelling is key.

Work experience is important whether you want to continue to university or get a job. It shows 
people that you’ve thought about what you want to do and that you have a realistic idea of what 
working	life	is	like.	The	more	experience	you	can	get	before	you	apply	for	your	first	full-time	job,	
the better.

It will also give you a good opportunity to gain useful skills and experience working with a range 
of people from all sorts of different backgrounds. As well as showing your enthusiasm for your 
career choice, they are key factors, which universities and employers will be looking for in your 
CV or UCAS form.
Work experience helps you to:
• Understand the everyday realities of working life
• Find out about your own abilities and limitations
• Communicate well with all sorts of different people
• Take charge of your own future
• Demonstrate your skills to employers

Even	if	you're	the	perfect	person	for	a	job,	it's	difficult	for	employers	to	know	that	without	proof	
of what you can do. Work experience is an extremely important part of that proof.
Work experience helps you learn about yourself
It's not all about impressing employers. Work experience also reveals things about you that will 
help you to choose the right career path. For example:
• What are your strengths and weaknesses?
• Are you a good communicator?
• Do you work well in a team?
• Do you enjoy the work as much as you expected?
If	it	turns	out	that	the	job	isn't	a	good	fit	for	you,	then	it's	better	to	find	out	on	a	short	placement	
than a full-time job.

Where should I do work experience?
Finding work experience often takes a bit of research. Here are some ideas for getting a 
placement that suits your interests:
• Talk to your teachers about the kinds of subjects you enjoy and ask them if they can
 think of related careers.

Service and Community work are the opportunities that is offered to students at AAESS. You 
may	be	helping	out	in	a	specific	area	of	the	school,	in	a	department	where	you	have	strengths	
that	can	be	used	to	help	and	benefit	others.	Service	shows	commitment,	passion,	the	ability	to	
work	with	others	and	is	greatly	beneficial	to	oneself	and	the	wider	community.	

WORK EXPERIENCE, SERVICE AND COMMUNITY WORK



AAESS SIXTH FORM CODE
AAESS Sixth Formers do more than adhere to Punctuality, Stellar Attendance, Immaculate Uniform, Kind Language and Respect for their Environment - 

these are simple rules.  AAESS Sixth Formers have a code.
An outstanding Sixth Form has an ethos determined by its pupils. Sixth Formers set the tone for the whole school, they are leaders and role models.

Mindfulness
Giving your peers and teachers attention, consideration and concentration both in and outside the classroom. Being present is how learning begins.

Engagement
Round	table	discussion	is	meaningful	and	joyful	when	individuals	are	thoughtful	and	responsive.	Coming	prepared	with	questions,	ideas	and	opinions	is	key.	Completing	prep	to	the	

highest standard is a part of this contribution and shows dedication to your learning.
Empathy

Placing	yourself	in	another	person’s	shoes	-	a	skill	that	seems	easy	but	is	difficult	to	put	into	practice.	Sixth	Formers	step	forward	if	they	should	say	more,	but	more	importantly,	
step back if they should listen.

Drive
Building self-awareness, alongside the motivation to achieve. This means recognising how you can improve and taking active steps to do so. This will be evident in conversations 

with	Tutors	and	Teachers;	being	sincere	and	humble	is	the	first	step	to	growth.	AAESS	Sixth	Formers	take	initiative.
Independence

Taking pride in one’s work comes from autonomy and integrity. Sixth Formers are young adults, responsible and accountable for their learning. They have vision, opinions, 
perspective and are forging their own path. They are in charge of achieving their goals.

Finesse
Hard	to	define	and	best	demonstrated	through	action.	AAESS	Sixth	Formers	exude	polish,	making	a	memorable	impression.	They	write	thank	you	notes,	are	courteous	to	visitors	

and can speak insightfully about the world. They are articulate, respectful, positive, diplomatic, authentic and kind.
Resilience

Resilience is about failing and then trying again. Failures and missteps are learning opportunities. Courage, resolve, diligence and determination create a work ethic that will aid our 
Sixth Formers through life.

Leadership
AAESS offers a plethora of opportunities in the arts, athletics and academics. AAESS Sixth Formers gain a breadth of experience. Opportunities are 

cultivated	and	tailored	to	explore	passions,	with	Sixth	Formers	going	beyond	participation	to	confidently	lead	in	all	walks	of	life.
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Please contact AAESS Registration Department for further details. 

Some information in this document is subject to change. 
Please consult with the Head of Sixth Form for specific details. 


