
Assessment without 
levels

National Curriculum 2014

New term: Age Related Standards

Age Related Standards

• Year 1

• Year 2

• Year 3

• Year 4

• Year 5

• Year 6

Levels:

• 1c 1b 1a

• 2c 2b 2a

• 3c 3b 3a

• 4c 4b 4a

• 5c 5b 5a

• 6c



The changes to the 2014 National Curriculum and its 

assessment went beyond changes of the content. 

They have created very different day-to-day approaches to 

assessment and signalled fundamental shifts in ideas 

about student learning and teacher assessment. 

National Curriculum Development

• Attainment targets and levels were introduced with the national 

curriculum in 1988. 

• When the new national curriculum was published in 2014, new 

forms of assessment were developed to align with its content 

and principles. 

• Since the introduction of the 2014 national curriculum, levels 

have no longer be used for statutory assessments.

Does this mean that we don’t asses the children anymore?



• Focus was often on which level and how quickly 

pupils can progress through levels 

• Children were Labelled 

• Not all children on the same level had the same 

skills or understanding 

• Children raced though content and didn’t develop 

deep level of understanding or breadth of 

knowledge

Levelling



Redefining curriculum and assessment



• The new national curriculum really does focus on fewer

things in greater depth.

• It emphasises key concepts, key ideas and is full of skills. It

includes wide reading, practical work in science and

application of maths.

• Your child’s class teacher will continue to assess your

child’s progress and attainment throughout the year.

• Children will be continuously assessed by teachers using

formative assessment.

• Teachers questions will be carefully planned to really probe

pupils’ understanding.

• Summative assessments are also used to capture ‘at that

point’ understanding.

So how will teachers assess pupil 

progress?



• Baseline Assessment (pre-testing/elicitation/cold tasks)

• Programme of learning created – including support,

scaffolding, challenges and extensions to deepen

understanding.

• Assessment of learning on going (end of unit/topic

learning assessments)

• Next steps identified – new learning planned

Using assessment to inform next 

steps in learning



Tracking Progress



Tracking Progress



Our Assessment Criteria



Reporting Attainment & Progress

Attainment Definition
Working Towards 
Expectations

By the end of the year will still be 

‘Working Towards’ the year 

group objectives.

Your child has made some progress since the start of Year, and is 

currently working on securing his / her knowledge and understanding 

of the key performance indicators. He / She needs to continue working 

towards achieving the objectives for the Year group.

Meeting Expectations

By the end of the year will have or 

have ‘Mostly Achieved’  or 

‘Achieved’ the year group 

objectives.

Your child has made progress since the start of Year, and has now 
achieved some of the key performance indicators. He /She has 
developed a secure knowledge and understanding of the concepts 
covered so far this term, and should now be working towards 
embedding his / her knowledge and understanding of further 
objectives for the year group. 

Above Expectations

By the end of the year will have 

‘Mastered’ the year group 

objectives at a greater depth.

Your child has made good progress since the start of year, and has fully 

achieved the key performance indicators in objectives taught so far. 

He/ She should now be extended in moving towards mastering his / 

her knowledge and understanding of the objectives for the year group.        



Any questions?


