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Mission Statement of AAESS 

 
AAESS is a caring and multicultural community that enables all individuals to realise 
their potential in a dynamic and innovative learning environment.  We value: 
enquiry, perseverance and reflection, treating one another with respect, integrity, 
while learning together to become responsible and enterprising global citizens. 
 

AAESS Vision 
 
Our vision is to promote excellence in all spheres of the school's work. 
 
For our students we hope to: 

 Create new and high quality learning experiences. 
 Challenge and support every student to excel. 
 Expect the highest standards of behaviour. 
 Aim to continually improve our accommodation and resources. 

 
 
For our parents we hope to: 

 Enhance our feedback about student's progress.  

 Develop additional ways of involving parents with the school.  

 Improve the quality of our home-school communication. 
 
 
For our school in the wider community we hope to:   

 Promote the school's achievements to all stakeholders.   

 Engage in local, national, and international initiatives.   

 Develop further beneficial links with other institutions.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Year 1 
 

The Year 1 group consists of 8 classes and 5 LSA’s. Year 1 is situated across the  Y1/FS2 
building and downstairs in the Y1/ Y2 building (old Y3 building).  
 
We are looking forward to a fantastic year working with the children and parents of 
Year 1. We view the transition from FS2 to Year 1 as one of the most important times 
of a child’s early education as they shift from play based learning to a more formal 
approach ensuring they are ready for Year 2.   
 

Core Subjects include: 
 

 English (Phonics, spelling, handwriting, reading and literacy) 

 Mathematics 

 Science  
 

Integrated Curricular subjects include: 
 

 History 

 Geography 

 Art & Design  

 Design & Technology 

 Computing 
 

Specialised subjects are taught by specialised teachers and include: 
 

 Arabic (for non-Arabic speakers and first language Arabic speakers) 

 Islamic Studies (for our Muslim students) 

 Physical Education 

 Music 

 
Start and end of the school day 

7:15am - Children may enter the playground.  
 

7:30am – Students line up in the Year 1 playground in their class lines. (If you arrive 
while the anthem is being played, we kindly ask that you stop and stand until it is 
completed)  
 

7:35am - 7:50am - Registration.  
(If you arrive after 7:50 please go to the administration building to obtain a late-
slip) 
 

2:30pm - Children are collected from their designated pick-up zones by 
parents/guardians, care-givers, or named person. No Primary students can be 
collected by other Primary students. 
 

2:45pm - Any children not being met will be escorted by their teacher or LSA to the 
agreed zone to wait for pick-up. (This location will be communicated to you at a later 
date, and is subject to change throughout the year) 
 
 
 

 



2019-2020 School Trips/ Wow Days 
 

 

In compliance with ADEK regulations, all trips will take place within Al Ain city limits. These are 
trips are all depended on whether we receive ADEK approval or not. They might change! 

 

Our school trip is scheduled for February where we will visit Al Ain Zoo. The 
students will find out about animals from different places around the world, 
discussing how the animals have adapted to their different habitats.  
 

 
 
 

In year 1, we will also be having Wow Days throughout the year to extend the 
children’s learning in different areas of the curriculum. Some examples are: 
builders day, spring into fitness day and international day.  

 
Phonics and Spelling 

 

The children will start each day with a phonics session. For phonics they will be 
streamed into groups based on our initial phonics assessment in the first week. 
During phonics the children will learn to recognise and form new sounds, as well as 
segment and blend sounds, in order to read and write.  
 
Based on their phonics grouping the children will receive spellings each week in a 
book to practise at home. They will be tested on these spellings each Wednesday. 
Please keep in mind that the goal of our spelling programme is to increase 
vocabulary and familiarity with phonic patterns and rules. Spelling should never be a 
stressful activity.  

 

Home Learning 
 

In year 1 the children are expected to complete a 50-point challenge in Maths and 

English each term. They will receive a certificate at the end of each term if they have 

completed 50 points worth of work, they will receive a special certificate awarded in 

assembly if they have completed all the challenges on the grid. The aim of the 50 

point challenge is to ensure the children are practicing and applying the skills they 

are learning in school.  

 

The books will be given out each Sunday on alternate weeks and are expected to be 

back in the following Sunday, so they can be marked by the class teacher.  

 

 

 



Reading and Reading Journals  
 
The most important part of home learning in Year 1 is reading with your child. We 
expect parents to listen to their children read, read to them and discuss what they 
have read for at least 10 minutes a day. This should be an enjoyable experience for 
both the parents and children, where a love for reading and sharing stories is 
developed. ‘A growing number of studies show that promoting reading can have a 
major impact on children and adults and their future.’ 
 
Taking just 10 minutes every day to read with your child will make a huge difference 
in their development. After reading, you may want to ask them… 

 Did you like the story? Why or why not? 

 Can you tell me what happened in the story in your own words? 

 Did anything in the story remind you of something that has happened to you? 

 Does anything in the story remind you of another book you’ve read? 

 Who was your favourite character? Why? 

 Would you change anything in the story? Why?  

Were there any words you didn’t understand 
 
Please note that lost books will be subject to a 50 AED replacement fee. If the book is 

subsequently found and returned, the money will be reimbursed. 
 

Maths 
 
Please see the National Curriculum Expectations available in the “Primary Paths” 
section of the school website for Year 1 topics of study.  
 
Here are some helpful websites to support your child’s learning at home:  
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/5-7-years/  

https://www.ictgames.com/  
 

 
 

What to bring to School 
 
Hats and water bottles:  
 

Please ensure that your child has a hat and a water bottle with them every 
day. Students who come to school without these items will not be permitted to 
play outside.  Furthermore, please label hats, water bottles, lunch boxes and 
school sweaters, as they are often and easily mixed up. 
 

Stationery: 
 

We have stationery (pens, pencils, markers, colour pencils, erasers etc.) 
available for use in the classroom, therefore students do not need to bring 
their own pencils and pencil cases as we cannot be responsible for any loss or 
damage. 

 

https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/5-7-years/
https://www.ictgames.com/


Healthy Lunches 
 
We will be promoting healthy eating and physical activity throughout the 
school year. We kindly ask that students are provided with wholesome and 
nutritious lunches and snacks. A reminder that we are a nut-free school. Please 
be mindful of this as there are a number of students with severe nut allergies. 
We thank you in advance for your co-operation.  
 
 
 

PE 
 

PE days are as follows: 
 
Monday:  
Swimming – Miss Brittany (1A), Mrs Ebbinkhuysen (1B), Mrs Bates (1C), Mrs 
Hegde (1D) 
Dry – Miss McGovern (1E), Miss Jeffries (1F), Miss Colley (1G), Mrs Jordan (1H)   
 
Tuesday:  
Swimming – Miss McGovern (1E), Miss Colley (1G) 
Dry – Miss Brittany (1A), Mrs Ebbinkhuysen (1B)  
 
Wednesday:  
Swimming – Miss Jeffries (1F), Mrs Jordan (1H)  
Dry – Mrs Bates (1C), Mrs Hegde (1d) 
 
On days where your child has swimming, or dry PE lessons please send them in 
their PE uniform.  
 

Meet Your Teachers 
 
1A 
 

Hi I’m Miss Brittany and this is my third at AAESS and second 
year working as part of the Year 1 team, as Head of Year. 
Before moving to Year 1 I worked in FS2, which has given me 
a good insight into where the children have come from and 
which learning styles best suit their needs as they transition 
from the EYFS to Key Stage One.  
 

Before moving to Al Ain I worked in schools in Hampshire, England where I 
taught years 3-6.  
 
This year I am really looking forward to working with all the children in Year 1 
and inspiring them to become life-long learners.  
 

https://swansea-edunet.gov.uk/en/schools/Glyncollen/Pages/Nut_Free_School.aspx


 
1B 
 
 

My name is Mrs. Ebbinkhuysen (or Mrs. E as all my students 
know me!) and I have been part of the Year 1 team for the 
past five years. Prior to joining AAESS, I taught at a Primary 
School in South Africa, where I was the Head of Year for 
fifteen years. 
 
Both my husband and I and our 2 teenage children are part of 

the AAESS-family. In my spare time I enjoy reading and taking care of my fur 
babies (my cats of course!!). I am also actively involved in Animal Welfare and 
love reading and spending time with my family. 
 
I am looking forward to another exiting year to make your child’s learning 
experience an enjoyable one and working together as a team, to help your 
child reach their full potential! 
 
 
1C 
 

 

Hello, my name is Ms Bates and this is my third year teaching 
Year 1 at Al Ain English Speaking School. I have taught and 
lived in Al Ain for the past 13 years.  
 
I believe children work best in a safe learning environment 
where they are willing to take risks. This year I am really 
looking forward to getting know the students in my class and 

helping them reach their full potential.  
 

1D 
 

Hello, I am Mrs Hegde. I have enjoyed every aspect of being 
a teacher, since the last 21 years. I have been teaching in 
AAESS for 14 years.  I live in Al Ain with my husband and 
daughter.  

Although I love sketching and painting, teaching is my 
passion. I spend most of my free time looking for new ideas 
and resources to cater to my children’s various individual 

needs. Watching my children learn and achieve gives me the ultimate 
happiness. 

I look forward to working with and helping each of my students achieve their 
very best this year. 

 

 



1E 
 

Marhaba. My name is Miss McGovern (Miss M) and I am 
new to Al Ain English Speaking School.  
 

Before moving to Al Ain, I taught for 3 years in the 
Southwest of England and I am very excited to be in the UAE, 
teaching at Al Ain English Speaking School. I have experience 
teaching all year groups from FS2 to Year 6, but most 
recently I have been teaching Year 1 in England. In my spare 

time I do gymnastics and I enjoy cooking. I also have a beautiful dog back home 
in England called Bonnie.  
 

1F 
 

Hi there, I’m Miss Jeffries. This is my second year at AAESS in 
Year 1. 
 

I have previously worked in schools in Staffordshire and Cheshire 
in England and I have taught for many years across the Primary 
age range.  I am familiar with the Foundation Stage and how 
children transition into a new Key Stage in Year 1.   

 

I enjoy working with families and children from all walks of life and nurturing a 
love of learning inside and outside the classroom. 
1G 

 

Hi, my name is Miss Colley and this is my first year at AAESS 
and in Year 1.  
 

Before moving to Al Ain I taught in schools in Dudley and 
Wolverhampton, England teaching Years 2 - 4. I have also 
taught at an international school in India in Year 5. I have 
experience in various areas across school, which I hope to 
use to encourage engagement and creativity using the 
children's different learning styles. 

 

I am looking forward to working in Year 1 and inspiring their learning to take 
with them on their journey of life. 
 
1H 
 

I am from the UK and have lived in the Middle East for 6 

years. I am married to Mr Jordan, who also works at AAESS 

in Year 5, and we have two young children.  
 

I taught in Qatar for four years before moving to Al Ain in 

2017. I trained to be a teacher eight years ago but took some 

time out from teaching to raise my children. I am excited to 

return to teaching and feel privileged to continue my 

teaching journey at AAESS in Year One. In my spare time, I enjoy reading, 

spinning and watching television.  

 



Contacting Teachers 
 

One of our goals this year is to keep the lines of communication open between home 
and school. The communication book is the easiest way to get messages back and 
forth. This book will be checked every day, but teachers will only write in them when 
there is something important to convey. Furthermore, school email can be used to 
contact teachers. Due to the busy nature of a school day, responses will likely only be 
sent by teachers after 2:45pm. If there is a serious matter that requires personal 
attention, please make an appointment with the class teacher or Head of Year either 
by e-mail (see below) or by writing a note in your child’s Communication Book. Year 
1 teachers will be available after school on some days (depending on meetings and 
ECAs), and will try their best to meet your requirements in terms of meeting times. 
We will also conduct parent/teacher evenings three times throughout the year. You 
will receive notification and sign-up forms closer to the scheduled day. We hope that 
by keeping connected with you, we can ensure your child reaches their full potential.    
 
We look forward to a fun, engaging and positive year in Year 1.  As teachers, we will 
put every effort into ensuring we provide a challenging and inclusive education 
which provides all children with the support they need to reach their full potential 
and become well-rounded individuals.   
 
We thank you in advance for your help and support this academic year, 
With kind regards,  

The Year 1 Team 

 

Miss Brittany HOY 1 Class 1A Mrs Ebbinkhuysen Class 1B 
beverett@aaess.sch.ae cebbinkhuysen@aaess.sch.ae 

Mrs Bates Class 1C Mrs Hegde Class 1D 
mbates@aaess.sch.ae sshegde@aaess.sch.ae 

Miss McGovern Class 1E Miss Jeffries Class1F 
smcgovern@aaess.sch.ae cmjeffries@aaess.sch.ae 

Miss Colley Class 1G Mrs Jordan Class 1H 
acolley@aaess.sch.ae ljordan@aaess.sch.ae 
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